
Calveley Primary
Handwriting Policy

 

Aim of the policy 

At Calveley Primary Academy our aim is for children to develop fluent and legible 
cursive handwriting. We provide children with a firm foundation and understanding of 
handwriting as a vital skill for their childhood and adult life. We believe that well-
formed handwriting helps children to take pride in and have a sense of ownership 
over their work. We teach children how to form and join each letter correctly in a 
cursive style as well as the importance of posture and pencil grip.  

Teaching Expectations 

Handwriting should be taught daily in each classroom from Year 1 to Year 6 for 10 
minutes.  
Children will be taught how to form lower case letters, upper case letters and digits 
0-9.  
Handwriting practise can take place through direct teaching or be integrated into 
phonics, SPaG or spelling lessons.  
Teachers and teaching assistants should model the correct cursive handwriting at all 
times. 



EYFS 

Children in nursery and reception should take part in activities to develop their fine 
and gross motor as a step towards handwriting. Children will have the opportunity to 
take part in a variety of activities to strength their hands and fingers including 
threading, playdoh modelling, tracing patterns and cutting with scissors. When 
children are developmentally ready, they will learn to form letters following the Read 
Write Inc scheme. The requirements for EYFS are stated below and are taken from 
Development Matters and the EYFS Statutory Framework (2021).   

In Nursery 

Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with 
scissors. Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils. 
Show a preference for a dominant hand. 

Write some or all of their name. 

Write some letters accurately.  

In Reception 
Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, 
safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, 
paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks and spoons. 

Form lower-case and capital letters correctly. 

Early Learning Goal - Fine Motor Skills 

Children at the expected level of development will: - Hold a pencil effectively in 
preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases; - Use a range 
of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery; - Begin to show 
accuracy and care when drawing. 

Handwriting families 

Letters that are formed in similar ways can be grouped into handwriting families. 
Below is a suggested teaching progression for when children are first introduced to 
writing cursive letters.   

i, l, t, 
c, a, d, g, q, o, e, s
r, v, w,
n, m, b, h, p, u, 
j, y, f, k, 
x, z



KS1 

Children in year 1 and 2 are expected to form each letter of the alphabet using a 
cursive style. They should practise forming the letters in their handwriting books daily 
and apply their cursive handwriting across all areas of the curriculum. Teachers 
should guide children on the correct sizing of letters, pencil grip and spaces in 
between words. Cursive handwriting should be modelled at all times and be 
embedded within phonics sessions. Children will begin join their letters and write in a 
joined cursive style by the end of KS1. Greater depth children will join consistently.  

Children will be able to use the four basic handwriting joins -  

● diagonal joins to letters without ascenders, e.g. ai, ar, un  
● horizontal joins to letters without ascenders, e.g. ou, vi, wi  
● diagonal joins to letters with ascenders, e.g. ab, ul, it  
● horizontal joins to letters with ascenders, e.g. ol, wh, ot  

KS2 

In years 3 - 6 children will build upon their knowledge of handwriting and letter 
families. They will be able to form each letter using the correct size and shape and 
use cursive handwriting consistently. Children will continue to have daily handwriting 
practise to ensure a fluent style. Children who can demonstrate legible and fluent 
cursive handwriting will be able to gain their pen licence.  

Equality of opportunity 

We ensure that every child is given the opportunity to succeed. Where children 
require more support for handwriting and fine motor provision will be made for this. 
Class teachers will liaise with the SENCo to develop a programme designed for the 
individual child.  



Resources 

Digits  0-9 

 

Lower case letters 

Upper case letters 




