
Phonics guidance for parents

At Calveley, we follow the Read Write Inc programme for phonics from Nursery to Year
2.

The information displayed here will explain the phonics teaching that your son / daughter
will receive daily at school during their time in EYFS, Years 1 and 2.

It also provides information on how you can help support your son’s / daughter’s phonics
development at home.

If you need clarification or would like to know more about our phonics teaching, please
make an appointment to speak to your son’s /daughter’s class teacher.

Please watch the video below about the programme:

https://youtu.be/sjlPILhk7bQ

Please watch the video below which explains how to say the sounds correctly:

https://youtu.be/TkXcabDUg7Q

What are speed sounds?
In Read Write Inc phonics the individual sounds are called ‘speed sounds’ – because we
want your son/daughter to read them effortlessly.

What are ‘speed sounds’ Set 1, Set 2 and Set 3?
Set 1

In Nursery and Reception your son/daughter learnt the sounds below by sight. They also
learnt how to blend them together to read words e.g. c-a-t -cat.

https://youtu.be/sjlPILhk7bQ
https://youtu.be/TkXcabDUg7Q


Set 2

(The long vowel sounds.) In Reception and Year 1 your son/daughter will progress to
learning their Set 2 sounds in the Autumn Term and Set 3 sounds (Year 1/2) in the
Spring Term.

There are 12 Set 2 ‘speed sounds’ that are made up of two or three letters which
represent just one sound, e.g. ay as in play, ee as in tree and igh as in high. Sounds with
two letters that make one sound are called digraphs and sounds with three letters
making one sound are called trigraphs. We teach the children to use this terminology in
class. It is important that your son/daughter does not pronounce these as 2 or 3
separate sounds. When your son/daughter sees the ‘speed sound’ letters together in a
word, s/he must say just one sound for these letters.

When your son/daughter learns their Set 2 sounds in school they will learn:

● the letters that represent a speed sound e.g. ay
● a simple picture prompt linked to the ‘speed sound’ and a short phrase to say e.g.

may I play

Every speed sound has a list of green words linked to it, so your son/daughter can
‘sound out’ and ‘sound blend’ words containing the new speed sound they have just
learnt, for example s-p-r-ay - spray.





Set 3

To date, your son/daughter will have learnt one way in which each long vowel sound is
written (Set 1/2 sounds). When learning their Set 3 speed sounds they will be taught that
there are more ways in which the same sounds are written, e.g. ee as in tree and ea as
in tea.

Set 3 speed sounds reading will be taught for most of Year 1/2 and Set 3 ‘speed sounds’
spelling during Year 2. It takes some time for this information to be fully understood by
your son/daughter.

There are 20 Set 3 ‘speed sounds’ that are made up of two or three letters which
represent just one sound, e.g. ea as in tea, ow as in cow and are as in care. As before, it
is important that your son/daughter does not pronounce these as 2 or 3 separate



sounds. When your son/daughter sees the ‘speed sound’ letters together in a word, s/he
must say just one sound for these letters.

When your son/daughter learns their Set 3 sounds in school they will learn:

● the letters that represent a speed sound e.g. ea
● a simple picture prompt linked to the ‘speed sound’ and a short phrase to say e.g.

cup of tea

Every speed sound has a list of green words linked to it, so your son/daughter can
‘sound out’ and ‘sound blend’ words containing the new speed sound they have just
learnt, for example s-p-oil - spoil.

It is important that the speed sounds are practised in the correct order. The table below
shows you, at a glance, the order of the sounds.

Set 3



Red Words are words children should be able to read and write independently.




